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Welcome to our
first quarterly issue!
Here, you can look forward to seeing how residents and
community members of Sherman Park East and North
Division are creating change and positively impacting their
neighborhoods. This newsletter is also a resource for the
community to connect with city and state services during this
time of crisis.
For more than a decade, the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
has been committed to strengthening neighborhoods. We
have remained invested in building and strengthening resident
capacity so they can be ambassadors in their neighborhoods.
We support the community-driven leadership that we know is
on the ground every day. These networks have proven to be
a critical arm in the crisis response against COVID-19 and the
systemic injustices and violence against communities of color
with whom we serve and partner. As we look ahead to the rest
of the year, we will remain diligent to respond and to not waiver
from our commitment to stay engaged.
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Sherman Park East
Community Advisory
Council Update
The Sherman Park East Advisory Council was convened
in 2018 after a series of visioning sessions led by Piper
Anderson, founder and president of Create Forward,
in partnership with the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
to identify neighborhood priorities. The advisory
council determined that the Foundation should invest
$150,000 into youth engagement. The nine-member
advisory council will support leaders and community

organizers who will carry out a small grants program.
Looking ahead, the advisory council will convene again
starting in late August for a few weeks to prepare a
grant application for small grants that will be launched
in September 2020. Please stay tuned for more details.
See our Thriving Communities webpage for a recap
about our work in Sherman Park East.

Business Spotlight: Sherman Phoenix
Sherman Phoenix is more than just a marketplace for
the Sherman Park community. Sitting east of Sherman
Boulevard, Sherman Phoenix is a hub for community
networking and emerging black businesses. Since
its grand opening on Nov. 30, 2018, the marketplace
has become a lively gathering space for various
community activities. Game nights. Wednesday with
The Milwaukee Boppers. New Funky Fresh Burgers
to try. Educational events such
as wellness health fairs and Black
History Month. Overall, it has
become a space for community
networking, bringing people
together over ginger shots and
Lush Popcorn. During the recent
pandemic, the Sherman Phoenix
has continued to be a lively place,
though with less traffic. Tenants
like Funky Fresh Spring Rolls
owner, Truman McGee, along
with the support of others,
have hosted multiple curbside
events, a community cookout and
nacho bar in the parking lot of
Sherman Phoenix.

Since the Sherman Phoenix reopened in June, it
welcomed two new businesses - Rise & Grind Café
and The Underground Makers Market – to its growing
family of 29 tenants. Although COVID-19 prompted
the businesses to close their doors for a couple
months, the community love and support has remained
strong. Check out the store hours. Hours may vary for
every tenant.

3

North Division
Community
Advisory Council
Update

The North Division Advisory Council was convened in
fall 2019 after a series of visioning sessions to identify
neighborhood priorities. The three issues that rose to
the top included deeper community building, economic
development for local and small businesses, and youth
development to support mental health and college and
career preparation. The 11-member advisory council will
convene again in late August for a few weeks to prepare
a grant application for small grants that will be launched
in September 2020. Please stay tuned for more details.
See our Thriving Communities webpage for future
updates in North Division.

Community Organization Spotlight: Clean Slate Milwaukee
Shanyeill McCloud was born and raised in Milwaukee
in 1981. She has always aspired to become an attorney
to help indigent people get justice. In her current role,
McCloud is the founder and executive director of Clean
Slate Milwaukee.

Left:
Shanyeill McCloud

In 2012 she founded the Clean Slate Milwaukee program,
a “second chance” reentry program for people that
have made mistakes in their past and are having a hard
time finding employment or housing because of their
criminal records. Since then, McCloud has been actively
engaged in working to sustain employment through
Second Chance Staffing Services to ensure that people
leaving Wisconsin correctional facilities have the means
to support themselves and their families. She has also
contributed to various policy advocacy efforts, serving
in leadership positions for various social justice and
advocacy organizations and visiting with state legislators
to influence expungement laws.
Clean Slate Milwaukee’s most recent project includes a
documentary called the “Expungement Experiment.”
This is a short film to highlight the before and after
results of expungement and what
people’s lives are like now not
having to live with the stigma of
a felony conviction. Read more
about McCloud’s leadership for the
National Expungement Week and
her work in the community. If you
would like more information, please
email cleanslate.wi@gmail.com.

Below:
Clean slate reps at
the state capitol
with legislators

Left:
National Expungement Week 2018
All photos provided by Shanyeill
McCloud with permission.

Would you like your business or
organization to be featured?
Send an email to Maliya Lor,
mlor@greatermilwaukeefoundation.org.
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2020

Community
Archives

2020 has been a challenging yet encouraging time for many communities.
There have been losses and grief yet equally, across the city, there has
been an elevation of community leadership and mobilization of actions to
continue to be united in anti-racism advocacy and change in our city. Here
is a brief look at some of the community responses during our city’s time
of crises due to both the COVID-19 pandemic and social unrest.

“This is Milwaukee” documenting
Milwaukeeans and uplifting community voices
“This is Milwaukee” is a project led by artist Kevin J.
Miyazaki and journalist Mary Louise Schumacher that
engages in critical conversations about democracy
with more than 100 Milwaukeeans. Of the many voices
captured, some of the participants are residents or
partners connected to the Sherman Park or North
Division like include Camille Mays, Markasa Tucker
and Sharon Adams. Check out the interviews at
thisismilwaukee.us. Visit the project’s Facebook page
for updates and opportunities to engage.

Community Task Force MKE as a social
media platform for neighborhood safety
and trusted news
ComForce MKE is a group of community/resident/
youth leaders, activists, faith-based organizations,
elected officials, and others striving toward peace,
unity, and progress in Milwaukee. It is also a violence
prevention platform, as well as a source of TRUE
community news. Tag the Facebook group in any
news you’d like to share or support you need. This
group is led by Vaun Mayes, who also leads Program
the Parks MKE for youth in Sherman Park.

Sherman Park East

Link: Vaun L. Mayes: Leader on the Ground

Link: Local activist Camille Mays joins Milwaukee protests

Link: Mothers march on
the streets of downtown
Milwaukee: ‘We hear the
cries of our children’

5

2020 Community Archives

North Division

Virtual Commencement 2020

Congratulations 2020 Blue Devil Graduates! Here are some words from the graduating class:
Aailyah, Valedictorian:
“Don’t allow that one mistake
you made back from who
knows where from stop you
from succeeding at your own
success. That doesn’t define
you, focus. It’s more to life
than what we have now. Make
it yours, focus. Yes, you may
lose friends in the process, I have. Yes, you may have
doubts. I did. People are going to want you to be
everything but you. I guarantee you, if you stay true
to yourself, you’ll get far.”

Essence Rawls, Salutatorian:
“Welcome to a new life as high
school graduates. Yes, things
have changed in our lives in
undefined ways, but it’s not
what happens to you, it’s how
your respond to the situation.
My message to you, my fellow
classmates, is a positive
message. Despite the challenges that we face today,
we are triumphant, and we are the next generation of
leaders who will rise up and make this world a better
place. Continue on with your dreams to succeed.”

Watch the virtual commencement here: North Division Virtual Commencement 2020.

North Division young leaders are still
leading the way!
On Saturday, June 13, youth and young people
across different groups led a 3.5 mile march
to City Hall. The groups included sophomores
from North Division High School who led the
march. They represented the Youth Rising Up
student group who organized demands and
coordinated a chalking event afterward.
Youth-led marches have a history in North
Division. On the streets, youth have been
protesting for change and continue to use their
voices to advocate against violence. See the
article links for summaries of youth activism in
North Division:
Youth Rising Up written by Sam Kraemer
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2020 Community Archives

North Division

100 Youth March written by Joshua Thomas

The Milwaukee Urban League also hosted two youth power panels to discuss
race, youth mental health and school reopening plans. Mr. Maleak Taylor, a
rising sophomore at North Division High School, was one of the panelists.
Other young leaders included students and recent graduate high school
students. See the Facebook page for upcoming dates and future events.
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Community Resources
Food
• Community Pop-Up Cookout and
Grocery Giveaway, Every third and
fourth Sundays, 2-4 p.m.
This community giveaway will
be handing out free food and
donations for the public. Contact
Rita Lee (414-459-1934) or Farina
Brooks (414-839-9481) to donate
or if you would like to volunteer
to help. Cash donations are also
being accepted through Cash
App: $FarinaBrooks.

Housing
• Take Root Milwaukee:
Free assistance with a housing
counselor, 414-921-4149
• Community Advocates:
Rent helpline, 414-270-4646
• Social Development Commission:
Wisconsin Rental Assistance
Program, 414-326-2888. Complete
the form on the SDC website.
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Community Resources
Engagement Opportunities
for Youth and Young Adults
• The Freedom Scholarship Essay Contest was
started by Alderwoman Milele A. Coggs to assist
college bound, recent high school graduates
in the Milwaukee area to better understand
where their paths lead. Enter to win $500 today!
Submissions online or by mail will be accepted
until Aug. 14, 2020. For more information, please
contact Akuwa Dantzler at (414) 286-8640.
• Gates Family Youth Center is offering free
academic assistance for second through fifth
graders. Services are available for one-onone tutoring and online sessions. Contact
gatesfamilyyouthcenter@gmail.com or call
414-216-3403 to enroll.
• Greater Galilee Community Development
Corporation Weekly Open Community Forum,
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., WNOV 860 AM
Come learn about or share community
resources during COVID-19.
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Community Resources
Health and Wellness
• Community Health Talk with Dr. Pat, Wednesdays
and Saturdays, 3 p.m. on Facebook Live (Follow on
Black Health Coalition of Wisconsin page)
• Project Ujima: Providing emotional and social
support to youth and families affected by violence
in Milwaukee. Connect by phone, 414-453-1400.
• Compassion for Expecting Moms. Sign up for
prenatal and postpartum classes with a certified
health coach and licensed registered nurse.
Webinars are held every Tuesday from 1 to 2 p.m.
Register using this link.
For more information about Saving
Ourselves Charitable Corporation,
visit www.soscharitablecorp.com.
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Community Resources
Civic Engagement Education
• African American Civic Engagement Roundtable
This educational series is led by the African American
Roundtable to bring information to the community
about how to engage in voting and increase your
political education. Follow them on Facebook for
events and regular updates.
• Leaders Igniting Transformation
LIT is a multiracial youth-led organization that works
to build homegrown leadership, expanding access
and opportunity, and promote an equitable society.
Follow them on their website and Facebook.
• Take 10 minutes to complete the Census 2020 to
be counted.

Online: www.2020census.gov
By Phone: 1-844-330-2020
Only one Census application per household. Make
sure you are counted and spread the word to others
outside of your household. Keep Wisconsin #1 for
Census completion rate!

Infographic retrieved from Black Leaders
Organizing for Change Facebook page
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Community Resources
Upcoming Elections
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2020
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020
To check the status of your
absentee ballot or apply for
one, visit myvote.wi.gov.
More information about
voting laws and U.S. elections.

RIGHT
S FOR
ALL

VOTING IN WISCONSIN AFTER
A CRIMINAL CONVICTION
IF YOU...
Were convicted of a
felony and you are
“off paper” (you aren’t
on parole/probation/
extended supervision)

HOW TO VOTE
YOU
CAN
VOTE

You need to register (there are several
ways to do this, including at your
polling place on Election Day with
proof of residence), and you need to
have photo ID, and then you can vote.

If you are in jail on
Election Day but have
not yet been convicted
or pled guilty

YOU
CAN
VOTE

Register, and vote by absentee ballot.
You have to ask for an absentee ballot
from the clerk where you live.

If you are in jail
on Election Day
because of a
misdemeanor
sentence

YOU
CAN
VOTE

If you were convicted
of a misdemeanor
and are not in jail

YOU
CAN
VOTE

You need to register (there are several
ways to do this, including at your polling
place on Election Day with proof of
residence), and you need to have photo
ID, and then you can vote.

If you are in prison, or
on probation, on parole
or supervision for a
felony or misdemeanor
bribery/treason

YOU
CAN
NOT
VOTE

There are other ways you can
engage in your community.
Visit aclu-wi.org to learn more.

(There are some deadlines.)

Register, and vote by absentee ballot.
You have to ask for an absentee ballot
from the clerk where you live.
(There are some deadlines.)

Infographic retrieved from Black Leaders Organizing for Change Facebook page.

12

Public Directory: Sherman Park East
ELECTED OFFICIALS

STATE SERVICES

COMMUNITY CONNECTORS

U.S. Congresswoman
Gwen Moore, District 4
(414) 297-1140

Department of Motor Vehicles
(608) 264-7447
information.dmv@dot.wi.gov

Milwaukee Neighborhood
News Service

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers
(414) 227-4344

Department of Revenue
Tax information & assistance
(608) 266-2772
DORIncome@wisconsin.gov

Milwaukee County District Attorney
John T. Chisholm
(414) 278-4646
Milwaukee Alderman
Khalif J. Rainey, District 7
(414) 286-2221
Milwaukee Mayor
Tom Barrett
(414) 286-2200
Milwaukee County Executive
David Crowley
(414) 278-4211
Milwaukee County Supervisor
Marcelia Nicholson, District 5
(414) 278-4261
*For the most part, if you reside
between 35th Street and Sherman
Blvd, your representatives are:

Senate Representative
LaTonya Johnson, District 6
(608) 266-2500
Representative
Evan Goyke, Assembly Districy 18
608-266-0645
rep.goyke@legis.wisconsin.gov

CITY SERVICES
Department of Public Works
(414) 286-2489
dpwmilw@milwaukee.gov
Health Department
(414) 286-3521
Jkowal@milwaukee.gov

SOCIAL SERVICES
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER
Sojourner Family Peace Center
(414) 643-1777
HOMELESS SHELTERS
Milwaukee Rescue Mission
(414) 344-2211
Department of
Neighborhood Services
(414) 286-2268
Call or text 2-1-1 Social Services Number
for free information about local resources
and support. Available 24/7.

Text “Milwaukee” to 73224 to sign up
for News414 to access resources (food,
mental health/violence, jobs/money/debt,
housing, health/safety, self and community
advocacy/civil rights, and others).

Office of Violence Prevention
Reggie Moore, (414) 286-8553
Reggie.Moore@milwaukee.gov
*For the most part, if you live north of
Center Street, your police district is:

Police District 7
Community Liaison Officer
Lawson Murrell, (414) 935-7278
Domestic Violence Advocates
Sojourner Peace Center Advocate
Kao Vang, (414) 335-1115
Officer Shemia Watts, (414) 935-7582
Safe and Sound Neighborhood
Safety Coordinator, Police District 7
Rebecca Wayman
(414) 708-4593
rebecca@safesound.org
*For the most part, if you reside south
of Center Street, your police district is:

Police District 3
Community Liaison Officer
Corianna Cavasos, (414) 935-7235
Safe and Sound Neighborhood
Safety Coordinator, Police District 3
Kenyatta Bryant
(414) 220-4798 (General)

Kenyatta@safesound.org
To double check who your
legislators are (address needed):
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/
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Public Directory: North Division
ELECTED OFFICIALS
U.S. Congresswoman
Gwen Moore, District 4
(414) 297-1140
Wisconsin Governor
Tony Evers, (414) 227-4344
Milwaukee County District Attorney
John T. Chisholm, (414) 278-4646
Milwaukee Alderwoman
Milele Coggs, Aldermanic District 6
(414) 286-2221
mcoggs@milwaukee.gov
Milwaukee Mayor
Tom Barrett, (414) 286-2200
Milwaukee County Executive
David Crowley, (414) 310-6789
Milwaukee County Supervisor
Willie Johnson Jr., District 13
(414) 278-4233
*For the most part, if you reside south
of Hopkins Street Elementary School,
your representatives are:

State Senate Representative
LaTonya Johnson, District 6
(608) 266-2500
sen.johnson@legis.wisconsin.gov
Representative
Kalan Haywood, Assembly District 16
(608) 266-3786
rep.haywood@legis.wisconsin.gov
*For the most part, if you reside north
of Hopkins Street Elementary School,
your representatives are:

State Senate Representative
Lena C. Taylor, District 4
(608) 266-5810
sen.taylor@legis.wisconsin.gov
Representative
David Bowen, Assembly District 10
(608) 266-7671
rep.bowen@legis.wisconsin.gov

To double check who your
legislators are (address needed):
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/

Office of Violence Prevention
Reggie Moore, (414) 286-8553
Reggie.Moore@milwaukee.gov

STATE SERVICES

*For the most part, if you live north of
Center Street, your police district is:

Department of Motor Vehicles
(608) 264-7447
information.dmv@dot.wi.gov

Police District 3
Community Liaison Officer
Corianna Cavasos, (414) 935-7235

Department of Revenue
Tax information & assistance
(608) 266-2772
DORIncome@wisconsin.gov

Safe and Sound Neighborhood
Safety Coordinator, Police District 3
Kenyatta Bryant
(414) 220-4798 (General)
Kenyatta@safesound.org

CITY SERVICES

*For the most part, if you reside north
of North Division High School, your
police district is:

Department of Public Works
(414) 286-2489
dpwmilw@milwaukee.gov
Health Department
(414) 286-3521
Jkowal@milwaukee.gov

SOCIAL SERVICES
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER
Sojourner Family Peace Center
(414) 643-1777
HOMELESS SHELTERS
Milwaukee Rescue Mission
(414) 344-2211
Department of
Neighborhood Services
(414) 286-2268
Call or text 2-1-1 Social Services Number
for free information about local resources
and support. Available 24/7.

COMMUNITY CONNECTORS
Milwaukee Neighborhood
News Service
Text “Milwaukee” to 73224 to sign up
for News414 to access resources (food,
mental health/violence, jobs/money/debt,
housing, health/safety, self and community
advocacy/civil rights, and others).

Police District 5
Community Liaison Officer
Jocelyn Kalmanson
(414) 935-7258
Safe and Sound Neighborhood
Safety Coordinator, Police District 5
Theresa Scott
(414) 220-4798 (General)
Theresa@safesound.org

NEIGHBORHOOD FELLOW
Neighborhood Fellow
Maliya Lor, (414) 943-9417
mlor@greatermilwaukeefoundation.org
Maliya will hold virtual office hours every
Tuesday and Thursday from 2 to 3 p.m.
What events are happening in your
neighborhood? Need support or looking
to chat about important issues in your
community? Jump in for part or all during
this social hour to join the conversation
with other residents and community
members from Sherman Park East and
North Division neighborhoods about
questions you have or to share about
what you are up to.
Bring your ideas and thoughts.
Register here for a one-time zoom link.

